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“Moondog” (2024), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, 16.5 x 11.5 x 28.5 inches. All images courtesy of the artist and Derek
Eller Gallery, shared with permission
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From glazed ceramic, coated cardboard, wood, and acrylic paint, Steve
Keister summons mythical beings and enigmatic animal-human
hybrids. The artist’s current exhibition, Split Level at Derek Eller
Gallery, is a survey of work made during the past eight years, glimpsing
the artist’s ongoing exploration of Pre-Columbian art and architecture.

Keister’s mixed-media sculptures initially emerged from experiments
with salvaged styrofoam and cardboard packing cartons, which evoked
the bold, blocky forms of Mesoamerican architecture like Aztec stone
carvings and Mayan step pyramids.

“Leaf-Nose Bat” (2025), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, 23 x 33 x 6.5 inches
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Through ongoing series like Bio Meso, Batz, and Masked Figures, 
Keister merges painting, sculpture, and craft techniques into three-
dimensional portrayals of what the gallery describes as “bespoke deities 
that pay homage to Pre-Columbian myth.” Some creatures, like
“Xoloitzcuintle,” represent real animals—in this case, a species of 
hairless dog.

Hybrid creatures like “Standing Bat II” and “Coyote Man” tap into oral 
histories and belief systems that span North America. Bats are 
historically emblematic of the boundary between life and death. And 
Coyote, a potent character in the folklore of numerous Indigenous 
North American peoples, is variously a magician, creator, glutton, and 
trickster.

Keister’s compositions range from wall reliefs to freestanding, 
monument-like sculptures to sprawling floor pieces. “At the core of his 
ethos is a profound interest in human and animal consciousness,” the 
gallery says. “Keister extrapolates his subjects from Central American 
mythology to develop a complex ecosystem of mystical fauna.”

Split Level continues through August 22 in New York City. 

“Coyote Man” (2025), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, cement, 66 x 16.5 x 17.5 inches
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“Xoloitzcuintle” (2025), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood with found object, 25 x 20 x 33
inches

“Contrapposto” (2024), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, 30 x 24 x 4 inches
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https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CsrKuXbeoaOKMEPbsut0PlLyqsQ3858ywgQG71pe7ohPirsGAzkYQASCOivEgYMnGqYvApNgPoAH5hfCXA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDywSqBIUDT9DFrcUFWD2YC3GAn-MJ0mWzV3S-04VQnYW7-oieZnjNJTXklGv-Ma404woaomK6VnDpkTqUU45LRAKOCtQlevBrdjQGqHyjkdY83XJA0xP9Yyt0nXWOovhcQSck6MZNNnLAneZxcWk3exmkRmeDt1IfZtyKQ1IkoYs18NR-rKstzvXPOVIfvluoGzCf1coIn5ZEtDpWCKWTY8uvvcKm1vC2d5Kqa2ug2uVXi0qk0-RsIujNt-H2t7ThAFUUPOHSRzz2nm0lHjZ2BN6NHPkGLHAZHNDMz6jhxow9LeXP8OXF3ihVJLuJF4mI6e3eSnLWPDvG_amJ9G3HW66cJBokdaodyRB8xNdyNzOl9ojk4FkvWAbBkzRKFH399FmetVVYBfs8q7MXNQm4j5QOk193TSNvLVncQUPOIlKDotqR4n5GgYdwfgLuUhmV3EXfNIZ--ZHuASnx8LnLDIEd4ddwpUNPOIAkd1cpH4Qqyh4L39UBZhH3OEKgB8by4O8Cg6WKweExAqvABOe22Iz-BOAEAYgF1cW8h1LABQX6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB-_5j2ioB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAeYxbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgF0ggpCIBhEAEYnQEyAooCOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpYz6Snv4afjwOaCVtodHRwczovL3Nob3AubHVsdWxlbW9uLmNvbS9wL21lbi1zaG9ydHMvUGFjZS1CcmVha2VyLVNob3J0LTUtTGluZWQtVXBkYXRlLU1EL18vcHJvZDExNzg0NTYxgAoDkAsDyAsB4AsBgAwBogwKKgYKBIDXsQJIAdoMEQoLEMCZtMj6i6XE2QESAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMI_t-nv4afjwMVdrauBR0UnirW6g0TCPLNqb-Gn48DFXa2rgUdFJ4q1ogO____________AeAS2sacr_OK4orBAdgTC9AVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjcyMDAwNjc5OTi6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAA86REQRIKNzIwMDA2Nzk5OBgBshgJEgLATxguIgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoq-rv4afjwMVdrauBR0UnirWEAEYASAFEgLupPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSoAEA2abss_kzLlGqErN7gC2XGUwL2eyzm6B4lzalJD-fHH1acKbvOdfx93XF6drBI7buti6viHNUMqFl9Y2KV9_uGDbgD6nWRvVhG_tCL8PqXcaLfke5pEht9CZl58yznsHz9fIZ9NlAQ7SCFInZbprWy-YawMLzi2N6dLOoXTPIt-YtHYA3Br1QeCi_Vx27A0tp0kJ99pyQFJHUcLzFC33NGAE&sig=AOD64_0d-FpQEEh_wtkpwSlsVNQegYh1xQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-8351902769376427&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008745744514%26ds_a_cid%3D218865031%26ds_a_caid%3D21461007096%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3Dus_156503572%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D8598733%26ds_e_product_country%3DUS%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://shop.lululemon.com/p/men-shorts/Pace-Breaker-Short-5-Lined-Update-MD/_/prod11784561%3Fcolor%3D70144%26locale%3Den_US%26sl%3DUS%26sz%3DM%26cid%3DGoogle_PMAX_US_NAT_EN_X_NB_WMTM-FEED-ONLY_ONLINE_GEN_Y24_ag-%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22027379413


“Red Tabby” (2024), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, 11 x 14 x 3.5 inches

“Cosmic Crocodile” (2017), coated cardboard, glazed ceramic, cement and acrylic on wood, 5
x 32 x 55 inches



“Standing Bat II” (2022), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, cement, 65 x 48 x 12 inches

“Mictlantecuhtli” (2017), coated cardboard and acrylic on masonite on wood, 37.25 x 41 x 6.25
inches



“Lateral Bat” (2024), glazed ceramic and acrylic on wood, 40.25 x 24 x 4.25 inches
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